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Introduction 

The U.S. Department of Education plays a pivotal role in ensuring equitable access to 

education, particularly for students with disabilities. Proposals to eliminate this federal 

agency, as outlined in conservative agendas like Project 2025, raise critical questions 

about the future of special education services and protections. Understanding the 

motivations behind these proposals and their potential consequences is essential for 

stakeholders committed to upholding the rights and educational opportunities of 

students with disabilities. 

Motivations for Dismantling the Department of Education 

Advocates for dismantling the Department of Education argue that education policy 

should be decentralized, granting more control to state and local authorities. They 

contend that federal oversight has led to inefficiencies and that returning control to 

states would foster innovation and responsiveness to local needs. Project 2025, 

developed by the Heritage Foundation, explicitly calls for the elimination of the 

Department, suggesting that its functions be redistributed to other federal agencies or 

devolved to states. 

Impact on Students with Disabilities 

The elimination of the Department of Education could have profound implications for 

students with disabilities. The Department enforces critical legislation such as the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which guarantees free and 

appropriate public education to children with disabilities. Without a dedicated federal 

agency to oversee and enforce these protections, there is a risk of inconsistent 

implementation across states, potentially leading to disparities in educational quality and 

access. 

Moreover, the Department's Office for Civil Rights plays a crucial role in investigating 

discrimination complaints and ensuring compliance with federal laws that protect 

students with disabilities. Transferring these responsibilities to other agencies, as 

proposed, could dilute the focus and effectiveness of civil rights enforcement in 

education  

Federal Funding for Students with Disabilities 

Federal funding, such as IDEA grants, is vital for supporting special education programs 

nationwide. Proposals to dismantle the Department include converting federal education 

funding into block grants for states, with minimal federal oversight. 
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While this approach aims to provide states with greater flexibility, it raises concerns 

about the equitable distribution of resources and the maintenance of standards 

necessary to support students with disabilities effectively. 

Additionally, the potential elimination of programs like Head Start, which provides early 

childhood education to low-income families, could disproportionately affect children with 

disabilities who benefit from these services  

The absence of federal oversight may lead to reduced accountability, potentially 

resulting in funding cuts or reallocations that do not prioritize the needs of students with 

disabilities. 

Conclusion 

The proposed dismantling of the U.S. Department of Education under President Trump's 

administration, as outlined in initiatives like Project 2025, presents significant challenges 

for students with disabilities. While proponents argue for increased state control and 

reduced federal oversight, such changes could lead to inconsistencies in the 

enforcement of educational rights and the allocation of essential resources. Ensuring 

that students with disabilities receive equitable and adequate education requires a 

robust federal framework to uphold standards and protections across all states. 
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